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This is a communication from the examiner In charge of your application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 



ICE ACTIpN ! 



OFFICE ACTIpN SUMMARY 

3i 



Responsive to communication(s) filed on _ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 D.C. 11 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire O m o nth(g) , or th i rty dayo, 

.whichevor io longor, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause 
the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims . ^ _~ 

(J/Ciaim(s) / ' ^ . is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

□ Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) ■ is/are objected to. 

□k£la7ms / ' I j are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: — 

(^Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
Attach ment(s) 

□ Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application. PTO-152 

- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES - 

PTOL.326IRev. 10/95\ * ,JS GP0 ■Mwo-aaawooso 
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Art Unit: 3683 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. The submitted prior art filed March 10, 2003 will be considered. 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-14, drawn to a method for manufacturing a leaf spring or system for 
manufacturing a leaf spring, classified in class 264. 

II. Claim 15, drawn to a leaf spring , classified in class 267. 

Inventions I and II are related as method or system of making(system) and product 
made. The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
method as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) that the 
product as claimed can be made by another and materially different method (MPEP § 806.05(f)). 
In the instant case , the method can be used to make non-leaf spring devices and the leaf spring 
can be made by different steps. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the searches 
required for Groups I and II are different, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Exmr. Butler whose telephone number is (703) 308-2575. The examiner is 
normally in the USPTO Monday-Friday from 5:30 a.m. to 2:00p.m. Although the examiner may 
not always be present in his office to immediately answer the phone when called, the examiner 
will make every effort to return the call as soon as possible. If the examiner does not answer his 
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phone, the examiner suggests that a brief message be recorded on the examiner's voice mail 
machine when necessary and appropriate. The examiner normally checks recorded phone calls at 
least once a day unless on leave. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 




DOUGLAS C.BUTLER 
PRIMARY EXAMfNER 




